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As schools closed on March 15, 2020, the long days of sheltering at home in response 
to the pandemic also began.  Like many parents I spent every day in stress and 
confusion.  Not only my voice became hoarse but my throat got sore.  At the end of 
March, ACBC Children Ministry distributed to every parent a link to Purpose Driven Life 
Devotional for Kids. I ignored it for the first few days because I was too busy to study 
the material with my children.  Under normal circumstances, I would intermittently do 
the daily devotion with my children with other materials.  For now I just could not do it 
because my days were too busy.


One day after breakfast I was about to start my usual hectic day.  Suddenly a small 
voice spoked to me, “Go open the children's daily devotion”. I obeyed the voice and 
immediately set aside everything. For the first time, I printed out the devotional article 
and read the bible verses to the children.  Together we studied the content, and prayed 
together for one or two people around us. A peaceful and stable day began. I didn't yell 
and the children's studies and life became much more organized than before. After this 
sweet success we continued the process the next day…the third day... until today 
(110th day).  Our daily devotion study become a time of joy and expectations for me 
and my children. A text message shared in our chat group I previously read says that 
daily devotion is not like doing homework, rather it is a willingness to get close to God 
from the bottom of our hearts.  Once we taste the Lord’s grace, we will never quit 
doing it.  A child with a habit of doing daily devotion is blessed throughout his life. The 
following were some of the beautiful moments that touched me the most.


Day 44: 


Devotional topic: “Forget the Past”.  


Bible verses: Judges 11:1, 3. 


1: Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute. 
Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 

3:  Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob, and worthless 
fellows collected around Jephthah and went out with him. 

I told the story to the kids. Although Jephthah did not come from good background 
and his brother hated him and looked down on him, God loved him, cared for him, and 
groomed him into a powerful warrior and leader, saving his family and country.  
Similarly God does not look at what kind of family we were born in, our past and our 
weaknesses, but only whether we love Him now and in the future. God loves us, uses 
us, has His plan for our lives, and gives us the ability to do what He wants us to do. A 
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strange thing happened after the study. All day long, the eyes of my seven-year-old son 
and five-year-old daughter were shining. They took turns asking me, “Mom, does God 
love me very much?”  I answered, “Yes!”  "Mom, God doesn’t look at my behavior in 
the past. God only cares about my behavior now and in the future, right?”  “Mom, my 
strength is not enough, God will give me strength.” "Mom, God will use me.”  The eyes 
of the children were shining with the light that showed the love of God, not bound by 
the past.  Even I could enjoy the warmth of the light.
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Day 88: 


Devotional topic: ”Never Overlooked”.  


Bible verses: Mark 8: 22, 23. 


22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and 
begged him to touch him.  

23 And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he 
had on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 

This is a story of the Lord Jesus healing the blind. I shared with them that often times 
we need the Lord's touch. My son said, "Mom, I am so touched today!" His eyes were 
wet. Then he prayed, "Dear Lord Jesus, remind me to come and pray to you when I am 
sad." Tears poured out from my eyes.  Even little children can feel sad and sorrowful 
and only the Lord can heal, accompany and help them. I also think of myself, 
sometimes when I am down and sad, I have to ask the Lord like my son, to remind me 
to pray to Him. 


Day 96: 


The devotional topic: ”Never-Ending Friend”.  


Bible verse: John 15:15b.


15 No longer do I call you servants,[a] … but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

I shared with the children the story in Genesis 3 where Adam and Eve fell and lost their 
relationship with the heavenly Father.  Then I asked the children how could one restore 
the relationship with God after he/she sinned? My daughter blurted out, “Jesus died on 
the cross to save us!”  My son immediately recited John 3:16,  “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believe in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”  My heart was moved and I cried.  I always thought children 
might not understand truth but I was wrong. Children really understand truth.


In the process of accompanying my children in devotional studies, I believe that I have 
gained even more than my children. The studying process let me know the spiritual 
potential of the children and the work of the Holy Spirit. The children's hearts are so 
pure that the Holy Spirit loves to dwell in them. Every time I look back at the precious 
spiritual time with the children, my heart is filled with the Lord's grace, and the mark of 
God's grace is imprinted onto the lives of my children and me.


Thanks to the Lord.  My children and I can insist on studying God’s word because we 
have the study materials, the regular attendees (never any absentees) and a fixed 

Grapevine 45	 	 Page 3



Arcadia Chinese Baptist Church - English Congregation

schedule.  Every morning after breakfast, the children would habitually remind me, 
"Mom, devotional time is about to begin!" Praise the Lord for his grace and blessing.


In the discipleship class, I learned that the more we serve the more people will see the 
Lord in us, not ourselves. Raising children is similar.  We have to let the children know 
that the Lord Jesus who loves us is in charge of everything.  I will bring my children to 
the Lord at an early age so that they can see their home and growth are completely 
dependent on God.


Ephesians 6:4: "Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord." ... Rather, bring them up with the discipline and 
instruction that comes from the Lord. 

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it. 

I want to pray for the children every day, asking God to help them grow up healthy in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. May God grow them in love. 


Thank you and praise the Lord and give glory to God!
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