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God’s immutable love in uncertain times 
by Angeline Sung 

I am pleased to report that I did not panic at any point during the last six 
months, since the Coronavirus staged a hostile takeover of the world. Not 
when it became evident that governments were failing to contain the virus 
and that it had become a full-blown pandemic; not when countries shut 
their borders and nearly the whole world was told to stay at home; not 
even when I found out that the offspring would not be going back to 
school in the fall after all, although the thought of them doing distance-
learning indefinitely was far more alarming than running out of toilet paper. 


Admittedly, I very rarely panic. The first big panic I ever experienced in my 
life was at 18 years old, when I realized there was a very real chance I 
might fail my physics A-levels (for the uninitiated, these are brutal tortures 
designed to traumatize young minds forever - I still have nightmares). 
Nothing else really came close afterwards, until the day after my firstborn, 
Nathan, arrived. I was panic-stricken when the nurse wheeled him into the 
room, as I realized that I, who had never even had a potted plant before, 
now had a human being to take care of. 


So, no, I did not panic (although I suppose there is still time, so who 
knows?), but I did, and still do, experience anxiety, uncertainty and a 
sense of frustration as the months dragged on and I have no idea how 
long this pandemic is going to last. 


Like many Christians, I find it challenging when faced with situations that 
are beyond my control, where I can do nothing to “fix” the problem. But 
more than that, the situations that test my faith the most are ones where I 
do not understand the reasons for God’s actions. 


When I was younger, understanding God’s “why” was extremely important 
to me. Why did I not get into the course of study I wanted despite fulfilling 
all the prerequisites? Why did I not get the job I applied for, even when the 
interview process seemed to be promising? Why did some relationships 
not work out? In many instances, God did eventually help me to know His 
reasons and while I might not like His answers, I found comfort knowing 
them. Yet, there were times when He allowed something to happen for 
seemingly no reason at all and those were the times when my faith was 
tested the most. 
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For example, there were three times in my life when I experienced unex-
plained and prolonged bouts of insomnia. The first time it happened was 
when I was about 22 years old. Everything in my life was going well. I had 
a job I loved, friends I enjoyed hanging out with, I was in good health and 
was not under any sort of stress. One night, I could not fall asleep. It was 
no big deal, happens to everyone every now and then. But I could not 
sleep again the next night, and the next, and this sleeplessness went on 
for nearly three months. I tried everything - prayer, camomile tea, aro-
matherapy, medication - nothing worked. I just could not fall asleep. The 
times when I did sleep, it was only because I was so exhausted and the 
next night, the cycle begins. Out of desperation, I even consulted a thera-
pist, who could find nothing wrong with me, as it appeared that the only 
stress I was under was the stress from the insomnia. 


I begged God to put an end to the insomnia, but above all, I wanted to 
know why He was putting me through that. The insomnia eventually 
stopped on its own, unaccountably. Just as suddenly as it began, it 
stopped. I managed to fall asleep naturally one night. And the following 
nights, and just like that, my sleep went back to normal. I was hugely re-
lieved, but not knowing its cause bothered me for a long time. 


In 2009, I was pregnant with our first baby. As first-time parents, we were 
very anxious about it, but God assured us that He loved the baby, more 
than we ever could. Eleven weeks into the pregnancy, the baby died. Just 
one week prior, everything looked fine on the ultrasound. The baby was 
growing and there were no indications that anything was wrong. One week 
later, it appeared that the baby’s heart had stopped beating. Doctors could 
not give any reason for it. All they could tell us was that miscarriages are  
very common and that around one in ten pregnancies ends in a miscar-
riage. 


The loss of the baby was devastating, but it was not knowing why that 
tormented me most of all. Over and over, I asked God to help me under-
stand why he allowed it to happen. I did not doubt that he loved the baby, 
but why did He allow the baby to die? I thought that if only I understood 
His reasons, it would lessen my pain. 


To this day, God never did answer my question, but over time, He helped 
me to realize that I needed to trust Him, even when I did not understand. 
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He brought me to a place where I can say that it is okay not to know His 
reasons, that I believe He loves me, and that His purpose is always good, 
no matter what happens. 


When I was told that this year’s theme for Grapevine is “God’s Love During 
the Pandemic”. I was uncertain what to write about. How am I experienc-
ing God’s love during this time? Did I encounter God in a unique way or 
did I have any epiphanies in the last six months? The answer to the latter 
two questions was “no”, because my experience of His love has remained 
the same despite all the turmoil and changes the world is facing today. But 
thinking about it now, I realize that this, in itself, is His lesson for me. 
Through world wars, pandemics, personal heartbreaks, joys or triumphs, 
God and His love remains unchanging. 


In this sinful world, there will always be troubles and tribulations. Even af-
ter this pandemic had become a thing of the past, other troubling events 
may take place. In the darkest moments of our lives, it helps to remember 
that “the eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the ever-
lasting arms” (Deuteronomy 33:27). 


We will not always understand why He allows certain events to take place. 
There are, no doubt, many instances where things do not make sense. I do 
not know why God allows the Coronavirus to wreck havoc all over the 
world, how much longer this pandemic will last and how much devastation 
it will leave in its wake. I can only trust that He loves me and in Him, I can 
find refuge. Even when it feels like everything is spiraling out of control, 
remember that He always holds our lives safely in His hands. 
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